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The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography is the  
national record of people who’ve shaped the history of the  

British Isles and beyond, from the Romans to the 21st century. 

EDUCATION: 

Liverpool: 7
Oxford: 48 

Cambridge: 39
Eton: 9

OFFICIAL RECOGNITION:
People who were knighted (‘Sir’)  
or given the title Dame: 42
People given life peerages  
(Barons or Baronesses) and who  
sat in the House of Lords: 12
Nobel Prize winners: 1

Medicine, 
science, and 
technology 30

Politics and 
government

29
Literature or publishing

21Art

28
Film and broadcasting

19
Business  
and finance

16Music

15
Sport

11
Law and crime

11
Industry

8
Armed services  
and intelligence

5
Food

OTHER PROFESSIONS INCLUDED:

Ventriloquist, astronomer, electron microscopist,  
cartoonist, DJ, snooker player, turkey farmer,  
fencing champion, fashion designer, fighter pilot,  
gay rights campaigner, judo champion, rally driver.

DID YOU KNOW...?

Novelist Beryl Bainbridge (1932-
2010) appeared in Coronation Street, 
was five-times short-listed for the 
Booker prize, and kept a stuffed 
water buffalo in her hallway.

 

 

 

23

Born or 
lived in

Scotland 8
Born in  

Yorkshire

59
Born in  
London  

10 Born in  
Kent

 

9
Lived in 

Lancashire

5 Born in  
Devon

Lived in London: 97 
Born or lived in  
Northern Ireland: 5
Born in USA: 2
Lived in USA: 15
Born in India: 4

 Alan King-Hamilton  
judge

1904

Malcolm McLaren 
musician/fashion designer

1946

1913 
Michael Foot 
Labour leader

1969 
Lee Alexander McQueen  

fashion designer

 

Born  
or lived  
in Wales

Free content available 
Click here to explore a selection of the new lives added  

to the Oxford DNB in the feature page gallery.

JANUARY 2014 
sees the addition of 

219 BIOGRAPHIES 
of men and women who shaped  

modern Britain, and who died in 2010.

59,000+ 
BIOGRAPHIES

Who would you  
like to meet today?
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