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Many of these connected coastal cities are becoming more and more 
dangerous.

David Kilcullen’s new book Out of the Mountains reveals how these four 
powerful megatrends—population, urbanization, coastal settlement, 
and connectedness—are giving rise to a new type of conflict. 

It provides a roadmap on how to interpret these four megatrends and 
prepare for the future of warfare.
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Population BOOM

Earth’s population has 
risen dramatically over 
the past 300 years*

Big City Living

Along with this boom in 
population, many of the 
world’s inhabitants have 
gravitated towards living in 
cities*
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Gone Coastal

Rise of the Machines

All of these cities are in 
countries experiencing 
rapid expansion of 
connectivity as well***
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Wireless Warriors

Both on internet use and 
mobile phone usage

*** All internet/mobile data 
usage pulled from World 
Telecommunication/ICT Indicators 
Database
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How the rise in 
population, urban coastal cities, 

& technology will change 

the face of war

All population amounts are 
measured in millions**
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These coastal cities have become the cities 
with the fastest-growing populations

•	 Angola
•	 Yemen
•	 Liberia
•	 Congo
•	 Congo (Dem. Rep.)

•	 Tajikistan
•	 Azerbaijan
•	 Albania
•	 Nigeria
•	 Sudan

2000-2012 
Fastest growing countries for internet users

•	 Djibouti
•	 Ethiopia
•	 Sudan
•	 Congo (Dem. Rep.)
•	 Mali
•	 Liberia
•	 Nepal
•	 Niger
•	 Nigeria
•	 Tajikistan

2000-2012 
Fastest growing 

countriesfor mobile 
phone users 

*Source: United Nations World 
Population Prospects

*Source: United Nations World 
Population Prospects

**source: PricewaterhouseCoopers UK 
Economic Outlook November 2009


